
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Year 11 Revision 

Advice Evening 2021 
 

Ideas and techniques to 

help pupils revise effectively 



Why encourage your child to revise? 
 
1. It can reduce panic – gives them control and confidence. 

 
2. It means exams reflect what they can do, not what they didn’t 

bother to do. 
 
3. It can help them to identify problem areas. 

 
 

Where to start? When to do it? 
 
◼ Help them work out how much time they have, being realistic. 

 
◼ Get them to take into account their ideal time of day to work – 

work out when they will revise. 

 
◼ Break it down to make it seem manageable: 

Revising for GCSEs sounds like too much hard work. 
Revising key French verb endings is do-able. 

 

 



ADVICE 
 
◼ Take breaks… Each slot should be approximately 30 minutes. 

Take a break of at least 10 minutes between each slot. 

 
◼ Be flexible… If you want to take a Saturday or Sunday off make 

sure you revise on Friday. 
 
◼ During holidays aim to revise for 4 hours per day (spend one hour 

rather than 30 minutes on each subject but break the hour down 

into two 30 minute sessions). 
 
◼ Start by testing yourself… Use past papers, practise exam 

questions, test your ability to produce a Mind Map on a key topic 
from memory or use flashcards. These can be divided into piles: 
Red pile – I need to revise this thoroughly tomorrow. 
Amber pile – I need to revise this briefly tomorrow. 
Green pile – I will test myself on this again next week. 

 
◼ Reflect on how well you did in the test – check answers against 

mark schemes or use your books. Identify ‘weak’ areas. 
 
◼ Use the review and revise days to work on ‘weak areas’. 

 
◼ Remember to ‘elaborate’– do not simply read through notes - 

summarise weak topics (you could use flashcards, flow charts, 
diagrams, Mind Maps), develop memory aids (you could use 
visuals, mnemonics, acronyms) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Make sure they use their revision timetable, to keep up 

with revision and encourage them to attend revision 

sessions outside school hours where offered. 



Organising Your Revision 
 

10 Tips 
(from other pupils) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3. Have a revision-free day 
once a week. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Break information into 
small chunks 

This makes it easier for your 
brain to take the information in. 
Condense your notes into short 
lists, revision cards, mind maps 
and tables. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Reviewing your notes 

The key to successful 
revision is to keep reviewing 
your notes as many times 
as possible, checking your 
answers and correcting your 
mistakes. 



How should I divide up my revision time? 
 

 
 

 

1. Understand your exams 
 

◼ You can’t do very w e l l  in an exam if you don’t 
understand what the question i s  asking for. This is 
why it’s important t o  have a good understanding of 
the words used by examiners. It is well worth 
spending time l o o k i n g  at exam questions and 
working out exactly what they mean. 

◼ Command words are the instruction words that 
tell you what to do such as outline, describe, discuss, 
identify, asseses. Go through a  past exam paper 
and list all the commands i n  the questions.  Find out 
exactly what they mean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

2. Organise your course materials 
 

Organise your  class notes  - select  what  is going to be useful. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 

3. Revise the  topics you are  struggling with 
 

Reading i s  a necessary part of revision, but it won’t get you 
very far by itself - even if you have time to read the same 
material over and over again. Make sure your learning is 
active, do something with what you read. 
Make summary notes, flash cards, diagrams, flow charts or 
mind maps. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
  

 

4. Learn from your revision materials 
and self-test 

The importance o f  self-testing 

If you don’t test yourself you tend to overestimate 
how well you are doing. 

◼ Testing tells you what y o u  know and don’t know and 
therefore where to focus further study. 

◼ Recalling what you have learned causes your brain 
to reconsolidate the memory, w h i c h  strengthens 
its connections to what you already kn o w  and 
makes it easier to recall i n  the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hints for an Ideal Revision Area 
 

Providing some of these will go 

a long way to helping your child... 
 

Maybe calm music to 
help concentration 

 

 

Mobile 
phone off 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Free from interruptions 
Comfortable 

temperature 



 
 
 
 
 

Quiet zone 
 
 
 

Good light and 

air circulation 
 
 

 
A place for 

organising books 
etc. 

 
 
 

Good lighting 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wide 
table 

Dictionaries, 
pens, pencils 

etc. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upright, 
comfortable chair 

 
 
Pictures: Vecteezy.com/Contributed 



What can parents do to help? 
 

10 Tips 
(from other parents) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. Be flexible – if they want to 
go out to a party on a revision 
night, agree when they will 
make up the time. 

 
 
 
 
 

6. Encourage your child 
to attend extra revision 
sessions after school 
or the Homework and 
Revision Centre. 



   
 

What causes problems for pupils? 
 

◼ Criticism 
 

◼ Low confidence 
 

◼ Frustration – feeling that they are not getting anywhere 
 

◼ Lack of praise 
 

◼ Too much pressure to do well 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

7. Talk to your child about what 
their subjects are about, what 
they to do in them, what they feel 
confident/less confident about. 
Talking to you about their learning 
will help them to think about their 
learning needs. Encourage your 
child to talk through their learning 
needs with the teacher. 



Revision Techniques 
 
Not all the ideas in this guide will be good for you. Pick the ones 
that you want to try and keep using the ones that you find work. 

 
Here are some comments from pupils who did well in their exams 
last year about what worked for them: 

“I used to meet up with friends a 

couple of times a week to revise 

together. This really helped 

because we could discuss things 

that we were not sure of. It also 

helped me understand things 

better when I had to teach my 

friends something they did not 

understand.” 

“I highlighted all of the key 

points in my notes. I then 

spoke these key points into 

a microphone and made a 

podcast on my computer 

that I could listen to on my 

iPod.” 

“I needed to be in a quiet 

place on my own. I used to 

write a summary of my 

notes onto small cards. I 

used the revision cards to 

test myself.” 



 

◼ Create your own flash cards with information on one side and 

questions on the other so you can test yourself. 
 
◼ Use a summary circle or mind map – select a key topic – try and 

produce a mind map of the topic from memory. Then check 
how well you’ve done using your revision notes, or revision guide. 
Add in what you have missed in a different colour. Leave a gap 
of a week, then try and improve on your first effort. Each time you 
try this, aim to reduce the amount of material you miss out. 

 

◼ Draw diagrams for revision. 
 
◼ Make up mnemonics. 

 
◼ Experiment with ‘Mind Pegs’. 

A mind peg is information that you already know, on which you 
can connect new knowledge (that you need to know for the 
exam). Eg: 

 

⚫ Route to school (Key information can be linked to key points 
on the route to school. Students visualise the ideas as they pass 

each location.) 
 

⚫ Layout of your house (Imagine the key information on a route 
through a familiar place like your house. Imagine yourself 
passing through that space.) 

 

◼ Display key words or processes around your room. 
 

◼ Create a podcast. 
 

◼ Test yourself and friends. 
 

◼ Be the teacher – teach someone else something you’re revising. 
 

◼ Use revision websites but make sure that they are recommended 
by your teacher – the website must match the specification you 
are studying. 

 

 

 

 

help. 



Subject Exam 

Board 

Number of 

Exam Papers 

Key Content to learn Suggested Revision 

Resources 

English 

Language 

Edexcel 2 AO2 Language and structure 

analysis skills. Evaluation 

skills. Imaginative writing 

skills. Transactional writing 

skills. 

Tassomai, Seneca, LitNotes, 

GCSE Bitesize, Google 

Classroom, revision guides 

English 

Literature 

Edexcel 2 Macbeth, Jekyll & Hyde OR A 

Christmas Carol, Lord of the 

Flies OR An Inspector Calls 

OR Animal Farm 

Tassomai, Seneca, LitNotes, 

GCSE Bitesize, Google 

Classroom, revision guides 

Maths Edexcel 3 All content on Algebra, Data 

handling, Shape, probability 

and Number 

MathsWatch, Tassomai, 

www.mathsgenie.co.uk, 

www.corbettmaths.com past 

papers, Edexcel Revision and 

workbooks. Attend revision 

sessions online and 

afterschool 

Physics AQA  2 1. Energy 2. Electricity 3. 

Particle model of matter 4. 

Atomic structure 5. Forces 6. 

Waves 7. Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 8. Space 

physics (physics only 

Tassomai  

Biology AQA 2 1. Cell biology 2. Organisation 

3. Infection and response 4. 

Bioenergetics 5. Homeostasis 

and response 6. Inheritance, 

variation and evolution 7. 

Ecology 

Tassomai  

French AQA 3 + Speaking 

Exam 

Theme 1: Identity and culture. 

Theme 2: Local, national, 

international and global areas 

of interest. 

Theme 3: Current and future 

study and employment. 

Language Nut, Seneca, 

GCSE Bitesize, after school 

revision on Wednesdays. 

Revision materials, posted on 

Google Classroom. Please 

see your languages teacher if 

you require materials on a 

specific skill or theme.  

Spanish AQA 

3 + Speaking 

Theme 1: Identity and culture. 

Theme 2: Local, national, 

Language Nut, Seneca, 

GCSE Bitesize, after school 

http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/


Exam international and global areas 

of interest. 

Theme 3: Current and future 

study and employment. 

revision on Wednesdays. 

Revision materials, posted on 

Google Classroom. Please 

see your languages teacher if 

you require materials on a 

specific skill or theme.  

History AQA 3 Germany: Democracy & 

Dictatorship, Elizabethan 

England, Conflict & Tension in 

Asia 

Seneca, GCSE Bitesize, 

revision materials on Google 

Classroom, past papers, 

exam technique tips. 

Geography OCR B 3 Global hazards (weather and 

tectonic hazards), climate 

change, distinctive landscapes 

(rivers and coasts), 

development, urban futures, 

resource reliance. 

Seneca, GCSE Bitesize, 

revision materials on Google 

Classroom, past papers, 

exam technique tips. 

RE AQA 2 Paper 1: Christian Beliefs & 

Practices, Hindu Beliefs and 

Practices, Paper 2: Religious 

and Ethical Studies- Theme B 

Religion and Life; Theme D 

Religion, Peace & Conflict; 

Theme E Religion, Crime and 

Punishment; Theme F 

Religion, Human Rights and 

Social Justice. 

GCSE Bitesize, Revision 

material on Google 

Classroom, after school 

support on Tuesday after 

school in Rooms 7 & 8 

Travel & 

Tourism 

Edexcel 1 Unit one: The UK Travel & 

Tourism sector. Including; 

types of travel, importance of 

travel, industries, online 

services & visitor attractions. 

Other units are examined 

through coursework and 

cover; Unit 2 - UK 

destinations, Unit 3: Customer 

Service & Unit 4 International 

Travel Destinations. 

BBC Bitesize: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesiz

e/guides/zxj8d2p/revision/1 

Pearson revision guides 

Sociology AQA 2 Research Methods, Families, 

Education, Crime, Social 

Stratification, and Key studies 

Tutor2U site (videos and live 

revision lessons weekly); 

Seneca; GCSE Bitesize, past 

exam papers; GCSE 9-1 

Sociology book by Owens 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxj8d2p/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxj8d2p/revision/1


and Woodfield 

Business  AQA 2 Business in the Real World, 

Influences of Business, 

Operation Management, 

Human Resources, Marketing 

and Finance 

Classroom cue cards with key 

vocabulary - Exercise book 

notes, CGP Revision books, 

AQA Revision books  

Photography AQA 0 Extended project and mini 

projects. Extended projects 

include: Distortion, Portraiture, 

Decay. They must include AT 

LEAST 4 artist studies and 

replicas of each artist, 

blending ideas from Artists, 

Photoshoots of raw unedited 

images, a project based on 

what you have seen/liked so 

far and final piece. annotation 

must be included throughout. 

Mini projects: Food 

Photography, colours around 

the house, dispersion of water 

in photos, looking at angles 

and how they affect the photo 

and texture. You need to take 

at least 50 photos linking to 

each of these mini projects, 

then write an evaluation about 

your investigation. You must 

also answer the question 

"Why is art important?" 

including one photo which 

represents your thoughts. 

AQA. All PowerPoints for 

each unit and mini project are 

also available on Google 

Classroom.  

Music Edexcel 2 Exam preparations: Pupils 

need to ensure they fully 

understand the meaning of 

each of the following musical 

element: Texture timbre, 

Dynamics, Tonality, 

Orchestration / 

instrumentation, structure, 

playing techniques and studio 

FX. In addition, pupils will be 

preparing Revision cards for 

each of the set work ensuring 

that the information included 

YouTube: Edexcel GCSE set 

works analysis. BBC bitesize 

setworks revision and tests. 

Edexcel GCSE music past 

papers available from 

Waterstones. 



are analysing each of the set 

works in reflection of each of 

the musical elements. In 

addition, students will be 

finalising their recorded 

coursework where necessary 

and preparing for the GCSE / 

Rising Stars recital and 

therefore school and Home 

rehearsal on the ensemble 

pieces is essential 

Art AQA 0 It is now 100% coursework 

with a mark out of 96. 

Students need to ensure they 

cover all 4 objectives (Record, 

refine, develop and present) 

Students have completed over 

time some smaller projects 

(structures and culture) and 

are currently working on their 

I, me, mine project. They 

should be working on their 

final piece over the coming 

weeks, leading up until 

Christmas. Students all have 

individual action plans with 

targets to develop. After 

Christmas students will be 

working on individual 

pathways to secure the best 

grade possible. 

- Art club on a Wednesday is 

available to develop their 

work  

- Google classroom support, 

students can contact us and 

ask questions, upload their 

work for further advice. 

- Individual action 

plans/pathways depending on 

their own journey. 

Dance Edexcel 1 Component 1: All That Jazz, 

Nicest Kids in Town and 

Some Like it Hop - research 

completed. Work must include 

roles and responsibilities of a 

dancer and choreographer. 

Component 2: Learn 2 minute 

repertoire of existing work - 

log book and milestone 

rehearsals to be completed 

Guidance on Google 

Classroom 

Sport Edexcel 0 (already 

completed) 

Unit 3: Applying Principles of 

Personal Training; Unit 6: 

Leading Sports Activity 

All resources on Google 

Classroom for Unit 3 and 6 



Creative 

iMedia 

OCR 1 1) Pre Production Documents 

(Moodboard, Mind Map, 

Visualisation Diagram, 

Storyboard, Scripts), 

questions will always revolve 

around these. 2) Sketching 

out visualisation 

diagrams/storyboards. 3) 

Time/work plans and 

terminology associated with 

them. 4) File formats and 

properties. 5) copyright and 

legislation. 6) Extended 

answer evaluations of pre 

production questions (12 mark 

question). 

All students have been issued 

revision guide, use pages 1-

12 for quick revision. Revision 

activities available on google 

classroom, including quizzes 

and extended answer 

questions 

Computer Sci OCR 2 (Unit 1 in the 

hall and Unit 2 

in class after 

mocks) 

Unit 1 System Architecture 

(1.1-1.6) Unit 2 Computational 

thinking and Algorithms (2.1-

2.5) 

All students were given a 

revision guide as well as an 

e-revision book on GC. They 

also have their class book 

and text book if needed. 

Hospitality  WJEC 0 Function of nutrients, 

deficiencies, menu planning, 

comparison of nutritional 

needs, special diets, 

dovetailing recipes together. 

Practice distinction level food 

prep & presentation skills 

School exercise book is the 

only book that can be used, 

along with notes on Google 

Classroom. Intervention every 

Wednesday for catch up work 

 Alice Smith 



 

And finally... 
 

◼ Do not be influenced by friends who talk about how little work 
they are doing. Your results don’t matter to them, but they will be 
crucial for you. 

 

◼ Make the most of lessons 
 

◼ Talk to your teachers if you are struggling 
 
◼ This booklet provides you with the advice you need to do well. 

It is up to YOU to follow this advice and use the techniques we 

have provided. 
 

◼ The most successful pupils are the ones with the ability to 
organise their own work and revision without a teacher or parent 
constantly telling them what to do. 

Good luck! 



Top tips from the evening 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


